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Research Summary: 
 

Manipulating activity of molecular chaperones may provide a promising approach for treatment 
of various neurodegenerative diseases. Using feeding RNAi methods, we have demonstrated 
that aggregation of misfolded disease proteins is affected by a small subset of chaperones. I am 
initially characterizing the relationship between members of the highly conserved Hsp70 family. 
Expression patterns, inducibility profiles, and phenotypic analyses will help define Hsp70 
chaperone networks that coordinately function in specific tissues in response to the stress of 
aggregation prone proteins during development and aging. 


